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Summer Reading 2022-2023
May 2022

Dear St. Joan of Arc Parents,

We’re excited to share our Summer Reading List for the 2022-2023 school year. We continue to make adjustments

to the program to give students the best possible experience while also upholding the desire to turn them into

lifelong readers. Because of this, I wanted to share with you that we continue to see unprecedented numbers of

children who completed their summer reading requirements, the number of AR quizzes above 90 % correct in

reading comprehension, and the number of summer reading projects completed. What a great job our students

did!! After the success we had these past couple of years, we are using the same resources of favorite books

among Florida students and media specialists. For more information about choosing the best books for your child,

go to CommonSenseMedia.org, GoodReads.com, and Amazon reviews.  Any student who wishes to challenge

him/herself is welcome to choose a book from a higher grade level. These titles are very sought out during the

summer months and they can be found on Amazon, Kindle, Kindle Unlimited, Barnes and Noble, and Audible and,

of course, your local library.

Sincerely,

Ms. Novoa

Media Specialist & Educational Technologist

novoa_alessandra@stjoan.org

“
There is more treasure in books than in all the pirate's loot on Treasure Island.

-Walt Disney

”

mailto:novoa_alessandra@stjoan.org
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Summer Reading Requirements

Students entering kindergarten through second (K-2)

● Incoming Kindergarten students: Choose and read or be read to at least four picture books

from the K - 2 Reading List.

● Incoming first-grade students: Choose and read or be read to at least three picture books and

one beginning chapter book from the K - 2 Reading List (students may have parents read the

beginning chapter book depending on the student’s reading ability).

● Incoming second-grade students: Choose and read at least two beginning chapter books from

the K - 2 Reading List.

• Choose and complete one Summer Book Project for your favorite book from the list below by 
Friday of the first week of school. Project information to follow and rubric information is located at 
the end of this document.

• Students in first and second grade will take an AR quiz for their books by the Friday of the fourth 
week of school. AR quizzes are available online during the summertime only at https://global-
zone08.renaissance-go.com/welcomeportal/67477. Please contact the tech_dept@stjoan.org if you 
have any questions.  

Students entering third through fifth (3-5)

• Choose and read at least three books from the Grades 3 – 5 List.

• Choose and complete one Summer Book Project for your favorite book from the list below by 
Friday of the first week of school. Project information to follow and rubric information is located at 
the end of this document.

• Take an AR quiz for all three books by the Friday of the second week of school.  AR quizzes are 
available online during the summertime only at https://global-zone08.renaissance-go.com/
welcomeportal/67477. Please contact the tech_dept@stjoan.org if you have any questions.  

Students entering sixth through eighth (6-8)

• Choose and read at least three books from the Grades 6 – 8 List.

• Choose one Summer Book Project to complete for one of the books. Project information to follow 
and rubric information is located at the end of this document. All Summer Book Projects will be due 
by the Friday of the first week of school.

• Students will take AR tests during Literature class during the second week of school.  AR quizzes 
are available online during the summertime only at https://global-zone08.renaissance-go.com/
welcomeportal/67477. Please contact the tech_dept@stjoan.org if you have any questions.  
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Summer Book Projects

Please refer to the rubrics at the end of this document to get more information about each project.

1. Diorama – Build a miniature diorama/stage setting/shadow box for a scene in the book you read. Be

as detailed as you can, including major components of the story.

2. Newspaper Article - Write a newspaper article about an event in the story at least 300 words long.

3. Movie Poster Book Adaptation - Create a movie poster from your story. Make others want to read

this book! Get creative!

4. Video Book Trailer - Create a video book trailer from your story.

5. Character Scrapbook Album - Create a scrapbook album for your character.

6. Art on Canvas - Create a book cover using your favorite scene from the book. Must use a real canvas

to complete this project.

Summer Reading Grading Scale
K – 2 Project = 1 test grade

1 - 2 Combined AR tests = 1 test grade

3 – 5 Project = 1 test grade
Combined AR tests = 1 test grade

6 - 8 Combined projects = 1 test grade
Combined AR tests = 1 test grade

“
There is no friend as loyal as a book.

– Ernest Hemingway

”
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Reading LISTS
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Grade K - 2 List

K - 2 Picture Books - - - - X
The Electric Slide and Kai written by Kelly Baptist
Kai is the only member of his family who can't get the dance
steps to the Electric Slide right. But Kai is determined to
bust a move in this fun and sweet celebration of African
American families.  Will he be able to dance well enough to
get a nickname at his aunt’s wedding reception?  Read and
find out!
ISBN: 979-8567990650

AR Quiz No.
512417 EN
Book Level:
3.2
AR Points:
0.5
Word Count:
1,241

Ten Beautiful Things by Molly Beth Griffin
Lily and her grandmother search for ten beautiful things as
they take a long car ride to Iowa and Lily's new home with
Gran. At first, Lily sees nothing beautiful. Soon though, Lily
can see beauty in unexpected places. A furious rainstorm
mirrors Lily's anxiety, but as it clears Lily discovers the tenth
beautiful thing: Lily and Gran and their love for each other.
ISBN: 978-1580899369

AR Quiz No.
511631 EN
Book Level:
3.3
AR Points:
0.5
Word Count:
628

What if, Pig? by Linzie Hunter
You’re not going to find a more heartwarming dynamic duo
than Pig and Mouse! Join Pig as he learns how to turn his
“what if" worries from anxiety to optimism, all with the help
of his loving friend Mouse.
ISBN: 978-0062986092

AR Quiz No.
514668 EN
Book Level:
2.1
AR Points:
0.5
Word Count:
345

The Sneaking, Hiding, Vibrating Creature by Nathan Pyle
When the nearest star rises, Lifegiver has an exciting quest
planned for Offspring! Follow along as they observe a
strange creature that sneaks, hides, and vibrates around
their house. Hilarity ensues as the blue beings try to mimic
this talented creature.
ISBN: 978-0063049741

AR Quiz No.
513418 EN
Book Level:
3.5
AR Points:
0.5
Word Count:
554
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Mel Fell by Corey R. Tabor
Readers will delight in turning their book sideways and
upside down to follow Mel on her journey from downward
fall to triumphant flight in this tale of self confidence and
taking a leap of faith.
ISBN: 978-0062878014

AR Quiz No.
511133 EN
Book Level:
1.4
AR Points:
0.5
Word Count:
286

Chez Bob by Bob Shea
Welcome to Chez Bob, which seems like a real
restaurant...until you realize...it's on an alligator's NOSE!
Bob's got a hidden plan for his customers: Birds will come to
eat, but I will eat the birds! As they fly in from all over the
world to dine on Bob's face, something starts to happen that
takes the lazy, hungry reptile by surprise -- the birds stay.
More yummy birds! he rejoices -- he'll want for nothing! But
when the time is right, will Bob make the right choice?
ISBN: 978-0316483117

AR Quiz No.
513596 EN
Book Level:
3.3
AR Points:
0.5
Word Count:
780
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K - 2 Beginning Chapter Books - - - - X
Cranky Chicken by Katherine Battersby
Cranky Chicken is, well, cranky. With one cranky eyebrow,
cranky eyes, and even cranky, scratchy feet. But then one
day, Cranky meets a very friendly worm named Speedy who
wants nothing more than to be friends. Young readers will
love seeing the mismatched friendship grow over the course
of three charming and laugh-out-loud short adventures as
Chicken and Speedy become BFFs (Best Feathered Friends)
and Speedy shows Chicken how to look on the bright side.
ISBN: 978-1534469884

AR Quiz No.
514543 EN
Book Level:
2.2
AR Points:
0.5
Word Count:
1,190

Ivy Lost and Found by Cynthia Lord
A lonely doll helps a child adjust to a blended family in the
first of a charming series about library toys and the children
who borrow them, written by Newbery Honoree Cynthia
Lord.
ISBN: 978-1536226058

AR Quiz No.
512795 EN
Book Level:
3.3
AR Points:
1.1
Word Count:
5,379

The Middle Kid by Steven Weinberg
When you're the middle kid, you're never the first nor the
last to do anything. You're not the tallest or the smallest;
you're babysitting one sibling but teased by the other. Stuck
between a bossy older brother and a naive younger sister,
Middle Kid feels left out of two worlds.  Gently funny and
richly detailed, The Middle Kid takes readers through a day
in the life of a middle kid, and all the challenges and
advantages of a life in-between.
ISBN: 978-1452181806

AR Quiz No.
510240 EN
Book Level:
2.2
AR Points:
0.5
Word Count:
1,264
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Grades 3 - 5 List
Amari and the Night Brothers by B.B. Alston
Amari Peters has never stopped believing that her missing
brother is still alive, no matter what others say. That's why
when she finds an invitation for a tryout at the Bureau of
Supernatural Affairs, she goes, even though now she has to
deal with magicians, fairies, aliens, and other supernatural
creatures. It would be easy to give up, especially with
everyone thinking she’s the enemy and there’s an evil
magician on the loose, but Amari will do anything to find
her missing brother.

AR Quiz No.
510549
Book Level:
4.9
AR Points:
14.0
Word Count:
92,515
ISBN:
978-0062975171

The Beast and the Bethany by Jack Meggitt-Phillips
Ebenezer Tweezer is beautiful– and 511 years old. His secret
is the monster in his house. He feeds the monster rare items
and in exchange gets magical potions. But now the monster
wants to eat a child. The child, Bethany, is very rude and
obnoxious, but Ebenezer is starting to have second thoughts
about feeding her to the monster. What if Ebenezer wants
to be her friend instead?
Funny fantasy theme

AR Quiz No.
511876
Book Level:
5.3
AR Points:
6.0
Word Count:
37,029
ISBN:
978-1534478893

Ben Yokoyama and the Cookie of Doom by Matthew
Swanson
Live each day as if it were your last. Ben’s fortune cookie
changes his life. He creates a bucket list of what he wants to
do with his life. But with his new tasks and dreams come
new fears, risks, and plenty of trouble—all which may
interfere with things like building a 1000 piece model and
eating an entire cake. Ben’s new way of living life may just
lead to new friendships and new apple pies to be baked.

AR Quiz No.
510557
Book Level:
4.3
AR Points:
4.0
Word Count:
25,417
ISBN:
978-0593302750
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Carry Me Home by Janet Fox
Twelve-year-old Lulu and her little sister Serena have a
secret. They are homeless. And their dad has disappeared.
Lulu will try her best to be responsible for her family—and
try to keep their situation a secret. One mistake and Lulu
and Serena will be separated. One mistake and Lulu’s life
that she has been creating in her town and in her school will
be over. Who can Lulu trust? Can anyone be trusted to save
her and Serena? Can anyone be trusted to find their father?

AR Quiz No.
There is no AR
test at this time.
You may request
it here, but it may
not be ready
before the school
year begins.
Check here
before choosing
this title.

Distress Signal by Mary E. Lambert
Lavender’s class trip to  a national park is not going well.
First, she is stuck in a group with her ex best friend, a mean
girl, and an odd boy. Then, disaster strikes. There is a flash
flood. The four students are separated from their school
and lost in the desert.  They will need to put aside their
differences if they want to survive.

AR Quiz No.
510397 EN
Book Level:
4.9
AR Points:
7.0
Word Count:
45,840
ISBN:
978-1338607444

J.D. and the Great Barber Battle by J. Dillard
J.D. learns that he has a natural talent for cutting hair after
his mom gives him the worst haircut of his life. Soon he is
making money running a barbershop from his bedroom. But
when Henry Jr. (the owner of the only official barbershop in
town) tries to shut him down, there is only one thing left to
do. How do you decide who is the best barber in town?
With the Great Barber Battle!
Comic-style book

AR Quiz No.
513864 EN
Book Level:
4.8
AR Points:
2.0
Word Count:
16,242
ISBN:
978-0593111543

Julieta and the Diamond Enigma by Luisana Duarte
Armendariz Julieta is so excited to finally visit Paris. She
arrives with her art-handler dad  and immediately takes in
the sights, but when they get to the Louvre Museum, they
walk in on a thief stealing a priceless cursed diamond. The
thief gets away and—worse yet—Julieta’s dad is the main
suspect! Can Julieta catch the real diamond thief before it’s
too late?

AR Quiz No.
510007 EN
Book Level:
4.7
AR Points:
5.0
Word Count:
33,952
ISBN:
978-1643790466

https://www.renaissance.com/suggest-ar-quizzes-us/
http://arbookfind.com
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Katie the Catsitter by Colleen AF Venable
Everyone is off at summer camp, except for Katie. Her and
her mom don’t have enough money to send her. Unless she
earns the money herself! Katie gets a job cat-sitting for her
mysterious neighbor Madeline. Madeline’s 217 cats are not
what you would call normal.  And why is Madeline out the
exact time the city’s famous supervillain is committing
crimes?  Can Katie save her friendships, solve a mystery,
AND take care of 217 cats???
Comic-style book

AR Quiz No.
510608 EN
Book Level:
3.0
AR Points:
1.0
Word Count:
9,025
ISBN:
978-1984895639

Leonard (My Life as a Cat) by Carlie Sorosiak
When Olive rescues a cat from a flood, she learns that
Leonard the cat is really Leonard the alien. Leonard was
attempting to come to Earth as a human and learn human
things (bowling, hosting a dinner party, how to hold an
umbrella). But now, not only will he not get those
experiences, if he doesn’t make it from South Carolina to
Yellowstone National Park  soon, he will miss his ride home.

AR Quiz No.
There is no AR
test at this time.
You may request
it here, but it may
not be ready
before the school
year begins.
Check here
before choosing
this title.

The Lion of Mars by Jennifer L Holm
Bell has spent all 11 years of her life on Mars. She often
wonders why she is not allowed to contact any of the other
colonies on the planet. Then, when all of the adults on her
colony are sick with a virus, it is up to Bell to save her
colony, and maybe even unite the entire planet of Mars.

AR Quiz No.
510697 EN
Book Level:
4.0
AR Points:
6.0
Word Count:
43,758
ISBN:
978-0593121849

Measuring Up by Lily LaMotte
Cici has just moved from Taiwan to Seattle. The only thing
she wants more than new friends is to fly her A-ma to
Seattle for her 70th birthday. But a plane ticket is very
expensive. Cici’s plan is to win the prize money in a kids
cooking contest. Unfortunately Cici only knows how to cook
Taiwanese food. Can Cici make some friends, win the
cooking contest, and celebrate with her A-ma?
Comic-style book

AR Quiz No.
509849 EN
Book Level:
3.0
AR Points:
1.0
Word Count:
11,271
ISBN:
978-0062973863

https://www.renaissance.com/suggest-ar-quizzes-us/
http://arbookfind.com
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The Million Dollar Race by Matthew Ross Smith
Grant is fast. Real fast. So he is very excited when the
Babblemoney sneaker company announces a world-wide
competition to find the fastest kid. But it won’t be easy. His
strange parents  never got him a birth certificate, so he may
not be allowed to compete. Grant wants to win, but at what
cost? He may have to invent his own country. He may have
to knock his best friend out of the competition. What is
Grant willing to sacrifice to be the fastest kid in the world?

AR Quiz No.
511184 EN
Book Level:
4.3
AR Points:
5.0
Word Count:
31,996
ISBN:
978-1534420281

Mystery on Magnolia Circle by Kate Klise
Best friends Ivy and Teddy are having the WORST summer.
Ivy broke her leg and Teddy’s dog died. But when Ivy
witnessed what might be a burglary, things got a lot more
interesting. Who are the criminals? Could a classmate be
involved? More mysteries await as Ivy and Teddy save

AR Quiz No.
511841 EN
Book Level:
4.1
AR Points:
3.0
Word Count:
21,769
ISBN:
978-1250833051

Shirley & Jamila Save Their Summer by Gillian Goerz
Jamila is bored and in a new city. Then she meets Shirley.
Sure, Shirley is a bit odd, but it is a long summer. They might
as well be friends. When a boy named Oliver begs Shirley to
help him find his missing gecko, Jamila discovers that Shirley
is the neighborhood’s best detective. Even better, Jamila
finds that she too has crime-solving skills. Can they solve
some mysteries? And save their crumbling friendship in the
process?
Comic-style book

AR Quiz No.
510865 EN
Book Level:
2.8
AR Points:
2.0
Word Count:
12,914
ISBN:
978-0525552864

Stella by McCall Hoyle
Stella had a great job as a bomb-sniffing dog. But when she
makes a mistake and there is an explosion, Stella’s anxiety
forces her to retire. When a girl named Chloe adopts Stella,
it is an opportunity for the dog to prove her worth. Stella
discovers she can smell when Chloe is about to have a
seizure. Can Stella become a new kind of service dog and
save Chloe’s life?

AR Quiz No.
512410 EN
Book Level:
5.0
AR Points:
5.0
Word Count:
35,701
ISBN:
978-1639930555
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Grades 6 - 8 List

Archimancy: Shadow School by J. A. White
Cordelia Liu knew Shadow School was going to be different
with black gates and ivied walls as well as long hallways
lined with old paintings.  There is a tower with a window
that looks like an eye. Different she expected and different
she could handle. Still, Cordelia can’t shake the feeling that
something’s not right, and that she’s being carefully
watched by someone or something.

AR Quiz No.
505738 EN
Book Level:
5.1
AR Points:
8.0
Word Count:
55,890
ISBN:
978-0062838292

Concealed by Christina Diaz Gonzalez
Whatever her name is, it won’t last long. Katrina doesn’t
know any of the details about her past, but she does know
that she and her parents are part of the Witness Protection
Program. Whenever her parents say they have to move on
and start over, she takes on a new identity. A new name, a
new hair color, a new story.

AR Quiz No.
514785 EN
Book Level:
4.4
AR Points:
10.0
Word Count:
68,578
ISBN:
978-1338647204

Dragon Ops by Mari Mancusi
One wrong move, and it's game over. Welcome to DRAGON
OPS, the world's first augmented-reality video-game theme
park. Set on a once-deserted island, our three beta
players-classic gamer geek Ian; his adventure-seeking sister,
Lily; and their too-cool-for-gaming cousin, Derek-have been
lucky enough to score an invite to play before the fully
immersive experience opens to the public.

AR Quiz No.
511764 EN
Book Level:
4.4
AR Points:
12.0
Word Count:
80,992
ISBN:
978-0759555167
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The Elephant in the Room by Holly Goldberg Sloan
It's been almost a year since Sila's mother traveled halfway
around the world to Turkey. The long separation is almost
impossible for Sila to withstand. But things change when
Sila accompanies her father (who is a mechanic) outside
their Oregon town to fix a truck. There, behind an
enormous stone wall, she meets a grandfatherly man who
only months before won the state lottery. Why not find out
what happens next? What can Sila, a grandfatherly man
and an elephant have in common?

AR Quiz No.
512907 EN
Book Level:
5.1
AR Points:
7.0
Word Count:
46,533
ISBN:
978-0735229952

Lola Benko, Treasure Hunter by Beth McMullen
Having a world-traversing archaeologist dad means
twelve-year-old Lola Benko is used to moving around not
putting down roots anywhere. But every day and every
hunt for something hidden is an adventure, and no matter
what, she and her dad are an unbeatable team. Then her
father disappears. What will Lola do next?

AR Quiz No.
There is no AR test

at this time. You
may request it here,

but it may not be
ready before the

school year begins.
Check here before
choosing this title.

Pixie Pushes On by Tamara Bundy
Pixie's defenses are up, and it's no wonder. She's been
uprooted, the chickens seem to have it in for her, and now
her beloved sister, Charlotte, has been stricken with polio
and whisked away into quarantine. So it's not surprising
Pixie lashes out. But her habit of making snap
judgements--and giving her classmates nicknames like
"Rotten Ricky" and "Big-Mouth Berta"--hasn't won her any
friends. At least life on the farm is getting better with the
delivery of its newest resident--a runt baby lamb.

AR Quiz No.
511732 EN
Book Level:
4.8
AR Points:
6.0
Word Count:
42,039
ISBN:
978-0525515180

https://www.renaissance.com/suggest-ar-quizzes-us/
http://arbookfind.com
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Quintessence by Jess Redman
Three months ago, twelve-year-old Alma moved to the
town of Four Points. Her panic attacks started a week later,
and they haven’t stopped, even though she told her
parents that they did. Every day she feels less and less like
herself. Then Alma meets the ShopKeeper in the town's
junk shop, The Fifth Point. The ShopKeeper gives her a
telescope and this message: Read the book to find the
secret message!

AR Quiz No.
512090 EN
Book Level:
5.1
AR Points:
10.0
Word Count:
66,076
ISBN:
978-1250791849

Rivals by Tommy Greenwald
The people of Walthorne love their basketball—and one of
the things they love most is the special rivalry between the
Walthorne North Middle School Cougars and the
Walthorne South Middle School Panthers. As the season
begins, two star players are feeling the heat: Austin
Chambers, captain of Walthorne North, worries that he’s
not good enough to live up to his father’s legacy, while
across town, the brilliantly talented Carter Haswell, captain
of Walthorne South, is already under pressure to get a
scholarship that might ease his family’s financial stress.

AR Quiz No.
512407 EN
Book Level:
4.5
AR Points:
6.0
Word Count:
42,783
ISBN:
978-1419748271

Scritch Scratch by Lindsay Currie
Claire has absolutely no interest in the paranormal. She’s a
scientist, which is why she can’t think of anything worse
than having to help out her dad on one of his ghost-themed
Chicago bus tours. She thinks she’s made it through when
she sees a boy with a sad face and dark eyes at the back of
the bus. There’s something off about his presence,
especially because when she checks at the end of the
tour…he’s gone.

AR Quiz No.
509940
Book Level:
4.3
AR Points:
8.0
Word Count:
55,588
ISBN:
978-1728232423
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The Smartest Kid in the Universe by Chris Grabenstein
Jake's middle school is about to be shut down. Jake and his
friends know their school's worth saving-if they could only
figure out how! When Jake spies a bowl of jelly beans at the
hotel where his mom works, he eats them. But uh-oh-those
weren't just jellybeans, one of the scientists at his mom's
conference is in the process of developing the first
ingestible information pills. And THAT'S what Jake ate. Find
out what happens next!

AR Quiz No.
510675 EN
Book Level:
4.7
AR Points:
7.0
Word Count:
46,473
ISBN:
978-0525647812

Starfish by Lisa Fipps
Ever since Ellie wore a whale swimsuit and made a big
splash at her fifth birthday party, she’s been bullied about
her weight. To cope, she tries to live by the Fat Girl
Rules–like “no making waves,” “avoid eating in public,” and
“don’t move so fast that your body jiggles.” And she’s found
her safe space–her swimming pool–where she feels
weightless in a fat-obsessed world. In the water, she can
stretch herself out like a starfish and take up all the room
she wants. Find out how Ellie does something about being
her own fabulous self!

AR Quiz No.
510597 EN
Book Level:
4.1
AR Points:
4.0
Word Count:
25,879
ISBN:
978-1984814500

Words on Fire by Jennifer Nielsen
Danger is never far from Audra’s family farm in Lithuania.
She always avoids the occupying Russian Cossack Soldiers,
who insist that everyone must become Russian. They have
banned Lithuanian books, religion, culture, and even the
language. Audra knows her parents are involved in
something secret and perilous in June 1893. Audra embarks
on a dangerous journey to deliver a mysterious package for
her parents after Russian Cossacks arrest them. Can joining
the underground network of book smugglers give Audra a
chance to rescue her parents?

AR Quiz No.
503776 EN
Book Level:
5.6
AR Points:
11.0
Word Count:
72,694
ISBN:
978-1338275780
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Rubrics for PROJECTS
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“The whole world opened to me when I learned to read.”
– Mary Mcleod Bethune



19

“There is no such thing as a child who hates to read; there are only

children who have not found the right book.”
– Frank Serafini
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“If you are going to get anywhere in life you have to read a lot of books.”
-Roald Dahl


