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Summer Reading 2021-2022
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Dear St. Joan of Arc Parents,

We’re excited to share our Summer Reading List for the 2021-2022 school year. We continue to make adjustments

to the program to give students the best possible experience while also upholding the desire to turn them into

lifelong readers. Because of this, I wanted to share with you that at the beginning of this year, we saw

unprecedented numbers of children who completed their summer reading requirements, the number of AR quizzes

above 90 % correct in reading comprehension, and the number of summer reading projects completed. What a

great job our students did!! After the success we had last year,  this year, we are using the same resources of

favorite books among Florida students and media specialists. For more information about choosing the best books

for your child, go to CommonSenseMedia.org, GoodReads.com, and Amazon reviews.  Any student who wishes to

challenge him/herself is welcome to choose a book from a higher grade level. These titles are very sought out

during the summer months and they can be found on Amazon, Kindle, Kindle Unlimited, Barnes and Noble, and

Audible and, of course, your local library.

Sincerely,

Ms. Novoa

Media Specialist & Educational Technologist

novoa_alessandra@stjoan.org

“
There is more treasure in books than in all the pirate's loot on Treasure Island.

-Walt Disney

”

mailto:novoa_alessandra@stjoan.org
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Summer Reading Requirements

Students entering kindergarten through second (K-2)

● Incoming Kindergarten students: Choose and read or be read to at least four picture books

from the K - 2 Reading List.

● Incoming first-grade students: Choose and read at least three picture books and one

beginning chapter book from the K - 2 Reading List (students may have parents read the

beginning chapter book depending on the student’s reading ability).

● Incoming second-grade students: Choose and read at least two beginning chapter books

from the K - 2 Reading List.

• Choose and complete one Summer Book Project for your favorite book from the list below by

Friday of the first week of school.

• Students in first and second grade will take an AR quiz for their books by the Friday of the

fourth week of school unless done remotely.

Students entering second through fifth (3-5)

• Choose and read at least four books from the Grades 3 – 5 List.

• Choose and complete one Summer Book Project for your favorite book from the list below by

Friday of the first week of school.

• Take an AR quiz for all four books by the Friday of the second week of school unless done
remotely.

Students entering sixth through eighth (6-8)

• Choose and read at least four books from the Grades 6 – 8 List.

• Choose one Summer Book Project to complete for one of the novels.

• All Summer Book Projects will be due by the Friday of the first week of school.

• Students are permitted to take the AR quizzes remotely after they finish reading their novels.
Any AR tests that remain will be taken in Literature class during the second week of school
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Summer Book Projects

Please refer to the rubrics at the end of this document to get more information about each project.

1. Diorama – Build a miniature diorama/stage setting/shadow box for a scene in the book you read. Be

as detailed as you can, including major components of the story.

2. Newspaper Article - Write a newspaper article about an event in the story at least 300 words long.

3. Movie Poster Book Adaptation - Create a movie poster from your story. Make others want to read

this book! Get creative!

4. Video Book Trailer - Create a video book trailer from your story.

5. Character Scrapbook Album - Create a scrapbook album for your character.

6. Art on Canvas - Create a book cover using your favorite scene from the book. Must use a real canvas

to complete this project.

Summer Reading Grading Scale
K – 2 Project = 1 test grade

1 - 2 Combined AR tests = 1 test grade

3 – 5 Project = 1 test grade
Combined AR tests = 1 test grade

6 - 8 Combined projects = 1 test grade
Combined AR tests = 1 test grade

“
There is no friend as loyal as a book.

– Ernest Hemingway

”
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Reading LISTS
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Grade K - 2 List

K - 2 Picture Books - - - - X
Federico and the Wolf by Rebecca J. Gomez Illustrated by
Elisa Chavarri
Clever Federico outsmarts el “lobo” in this fresh and funny
Mexican-American take on Little Red Riding Hood
ISBN: 978-1328567789

AR Quiz No.
509174 EN
Book Level:
3.3
AR Points:
0.5
Word Count:
574

Kamala and Maya’s Big Idea by Meena Harris
Kamala and Maya live in a place where there is no
playground. They have a big idea that they should make a
playground. They keep hearing grownups tell them their big
idea won’t work. Can they make it work?
ISBN: 978-0062937407

AR Quiz No.
511215 EN
Book Level:
2.9
AR Points:
0.5
Word Count:
806

You Matter by Christian Robinson
In this beautiful picture book, many different perspectives
around the world are explored—from a pair of
bird-watchers to the pigeons they’re feeding. Young readers
will be drawn into the luminous illustrations inviting them
to engage with the world in a new way and see how
everyone is connected, and that everyone matters.
ISBN: 978-1534421691

AR Quiz No.
TBA

This book may or
not have an AR
quiz before the
beginning of the
school year. You
may go to
arbookfind.com to
request the quiz.

Roy Digs Dirt by David Shannon
Roy REALLY digs dirt, he likes everything about it. See how
many different ways there are to enjoy dirt, right along with
Roy!
ISBN: 978-1338251012

AR Quiz No.
507446 EN
Book Level:
2.1
AR Points:
0.5
Word Count:
341
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Unicorns are the Worst by Alex Willan
Magic is serious business, but all unicorns do is frolic
around, have tea parties, and leave glitter all over the place!
They’re nothing like goblins—practical and hardworking,
who can put magic to good use! Unicorns aren’t helpful at
all. Or are they?
ISBN: 978-1534453838

AR Quiz No.
510949 EN
Book Level:
2.8
AR Points:
0.5
Word Count:
438

The One and Only Dylan St. Claire by Kamen Edwards
Illustrated by Jeffery Ebbeler
Full of laughs and a one-of-a-kind character, you will cheer
for, this hilarious story is a celebration of individuality,
persistence, overcoming disappointment, and what it takes
to be a true star
ISBN: 978-1984893468

AR Quiz No.
TBA

This book may or
not have an AR
quiz before the
beginning of the
school year. You
may go to
arbookfind.com to
request the quiz.

The Yawns are Coming by Christopher Eliopoulos
Two best friends have big plans for their sleepover. They
aren't going to go to bed at all - they'll stay up playing all
night long. But then it happens: The YAWNS show up! And
as much as they try to outrun and hide from them, it's no
use: The Yawns catch them. Maybe they could keep going
anyway, but then a DOZE arrives . . . followed by the
dreaded SNORES. Will our heroes escape the SLEEPIES?
ISBN: 978-1984816306

AR Quiz No.
510707 EN
Book Level:
1.5
AR Points:
0.5
Word Count:
246

Fussy Flamingo by Shelley Vaughan James
This adorable fictional tale about a baby flamingo named
Lola that doesn't want to eat shrimp. Instead, her feathers
turn green from eating avocados and pink-red from eating
dragonfruit. Eventually, she tries shrimp and finds that she
loves it!
ISBN: 978-1728209708

AR Quiz No.
TBA

This book may or
not have an AR
quiz before the
beginning of the
school year. You
may go to
arbookfind.com to
request the quiz.
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K - 2 Beginning Chapter Books - - - - X
The Shark Report by Derek Anderson
When Benny learns about sharks at school, he immediately
feels worried. He definitely can't go in the ocean, because
sharks live there. But even simply staying out of the water
isn't enough, because a shark named Mr. Chompers follows
him home! What will Benny do?
ISBN: 978-0593093399

AR Quiz No.
506462 EN
Book Level:
3.3
AR Points:
0.5
Word Count:
1243

See the Cat written by David LaRochelle and illustrated by
Mike Wohnoutka
See Max. Max is not a cat--Max is a dog. But much to Max's
dismay, the book keeps instructing readers to "see the cat."
How can Max get through to the book that he is a DOG?
ISBN: 978-1536204278

AR Quiz No.
508532 EN
Book Level:
1.2
AR Points:
0.5
Word Count:
291

Geeger the Robot Goes to School by Jarrett Lerner
Geeger the Robot is going to school. But not robot
school…a school with kids, the “human” kind! Geeger isn’t
used to human ways, and his zany misunderstandings and
overly literal responses to instructions lead to quite a few
mishaps. He’s starting to wonder if he can even make it until
snack time!
ISBN: 978-1534452169

AR Quiz No.
TBA

This book may or
not have an AR
quiz before the
beginning of the
school year. You
may go to
arbookfind.com to
request the quiz.

Ready for School by Bob McMahon
New best friends Cookie and Broccoli are as different as
peanut butter and cheese, but that doesn't stop them from
helping each other through the first day of school! Together
they find the classroom and concoct silly secret greetings.
When Broccoli discovers that Cookie is also nervous to meet
new classmates, the two of them come up with the perfect
solution. Graphic Novel
ISBN: 978-0593109076

AR Quiz No.
TBA

This book may or
not have an AR
quiz before the
beginning of the
school year. You
may go to
arbookfind.com to
request the quiz.
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Grades 3 - 5 List
The Amelia Six by Kristin L Gray
Eleven-year-old Amelia (Millie) doesn’t realize just how
much adventure awaits her when she’s given the
opportunity of a lifetime: to spend the night in Amelia
Earhart’s childhood home with five other girls. Once at
Amelia’s house in Atchison, Kansas, Millie stumbles upon a
display of Amelia’s famous flight goggles. But her luck
changes quickly when the goggles disappear, and Millie was
the last to see them. It’s up to the Amelia Six to find the
culprit and return the goggles to their rightful place.

AR Quiz No.
509063 EN
Book Level:
4.2
AR Points:
7.0
Word Count:
47759
ISBN:
978-1534418868

Charlie & Frog by Karen Kane #
Charlie heads into the village where an old woman gives
him a desperate message in sign language, then suddenly
disappears. All Francine (aka Frog) wants is to be the world’s
greatest detective. Frog, who is Deaf, would jumps at the
chance to tackle a real-life case. Together, Charlie and Frog
set out to decipher a series of clues and uncover the truth
behind the missing woman’s mysterious message.

AR Quiz No.
196540 EN
Book Level:
4.1
AR Points:
6.0
Word Count:
43237
ISBN:
978-1368006309

Following Baxter by Barbara Kerley
Jordie has waited forever for someone to move in next door,
so she is thrilled when Professor Reece arrives: she has a
laboratory in her basement and an extraordinary dog
named Baxter—who seems to understand everything Jordie
says. She begins walking Baxter and helping the professor in
the lab. But this ends up being more than Jordie bargained
for and leads her to an unexpected secret. When the
professor goes missing, Jordie and Baxter plan to find her.
Will they be able to save the professor?

AR Quiz No.
196214 EN
Book Level:
4.9
AR Points:
7.0
Word Count:
49206
ISBN:
978-0062499783

How to Test a Friendship by Theanne Griffith
Violet and Pablo are best friends who love science! So when
they discover a riddle that opens a magic portal in
the Science Space at school, they can’t wait to check it out!
Along with their new classmate, Deepak, the friends
discover a magical makerspace called the Maker Maze. It’s a
laboratory full of robots, 3D printers, an antigravity
chamber, and more. Doors line the walls of the makerspace,
with a new science adventure waiting behind each one.

AR Quiz No.
508690 EN
Book Level:
3.5
AR Points:
1.0
Word Count:
6860
ISBN:
978-0593122983
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Midnight at the Barclay Hotel by Fleur Bradley
When JJ’s mom accepts an invitation to a weekend getaway
at the Barclay Hotel, he never imagined that he’d find
himself in the midst of a murder mystery. When he arrives
at the Barclay Hotel and his mother is blamed for the hotel
owner’s death, he realizes his weekend is going to be
anything but ordinary. Now he must track down a killer,
clear his mother’s name, and maybe even meet a ghost or
two along the way.

AR Quiz No.
509669 EN
Book Level:
4.6
AR Points:
6.0
Word Count:
39488
ISBN:
978-0593202906

Roll With It by Jamie Sumner
Ellie’s a girl who tells it like it is. That surprises some people,
who see a kid in a wheelchair and think she’s going to be all
sunshine and cuddles. The thing is, Ellie has big dreams: one
day she’s going to be a professional baker. But when Ellie
and her mom move so they can help take care of her
grandpa, Ellie has to start all over again in a new town at a
new school. Except she’s not just the new kid—she’s the
new kid in the wheelchair who lives in the trailer park on
the wrong side of town.

AR Quiz No.
505007 EN
Book Level:
4.6
AR Points:
6.0
Word Count:
43909
ISBN:
978-1534442566

The Total Eclipse of Nestor Lopez by Adrianna Cuevas
Nestor doesn’t want anyone to find out his deepest secret:
that he can talk to animals. But when the animals in his new
town start disappearing, Nestor's grandmother becomes
the prime suspect. Nestor learns that they are being seized
by a tule vieja—a witch who can absorb an animal’s powers
by biting it during a solar eclipse. And the next eclipse is just
around the corner…Now it’s up to Nestor’s extraordinary
ability and his new friends to catch the tule vieja—and save
a place he might just call home.

AR Quiz No.
508742 EN
Book Level:
4.7
AR Points:
7.0
Word Count:
46286
ISBN:
978-0374313609

Wish Upon a Sleepover by Suzanne Selfors
Leilani is planning to host the best sleepover in the history
of the world. But her grandmother accidentally sends the
invitations to the "do NOT invite" list and now Leilani is
stuck hosting a group of kids she can't stand. This is sure to
be the worst sleepover in the history of the world.
Or...maybe the unexpected will happen.

AR Quiz No.
501118 EN
Book Level:
3.9
AR Points:
6.0
Word Count:
40096
ISBN:
978-1250308740
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Grades 6 - 8 List

Cleo Porter and the Body Electric by Jake Burt
A woman is dying. Cleo Porter has her medicine. And no
way to deliver it. Like everyone else, twelve-year-old Cleo
and her parents are sealed in an apartment without
windows or doors. They never leave. They never get
visitors. Their food is dropped off by drones. So they’re
safe. Safe from the disease that nearly wiped humans from
the earth. Safe from everything. The trade-off? They’re
alone. Thus, when they receive a package clearly meant for
someone else--a package containing a substance critical for
a stranger’s survival--Cleo is stuck. As a surgeon-in-training,
she knows the clock is ticking. But people don’t leave their
units. Not ever. Until now

AR Quiz No.
510009 EN
Book Level:
5.2
AR Points:
9.0
Word Count:
58647
ISBN:
978-1250236555

Charlie Thorne and the Last Equation by Stuart Gibbs #
The CIA forces twelve-year-old Charlotte "Charlie" Thorne,
a rebellious genius, to use her code-breaking skills on an
epic global chase to locate Einstein's last equation before
dangerous agents discover it and unlock the solution to
harnessing energy.

AR Quiz No.
504518 EN
Book Level:
6.1
AR Points:
12.0
Word Count:
76222
ISBN:
978-1534424777

When Stars Are Scattered by Victoria Jamieson and Omar
Mohamed #
Omar Mohamed was a child when soldiers attacked his
village in Somalia. Separated from his parents, he and his
younger brother, Hassan, eventually made their way to
Dadaab. Living in this crowded refugee camp in Kenya,
Omar spends his days scrambling for food and taking care
of Hassan, who is nonverbal and suffers from debilitating
seizures. A chance to attend school is a dream come true,
but the opportunity weighs heavily on Omar; school is a
selfish choice when you have no parents and a brother who
needs constant care. Graphic Novel
NOTE TO PARENTS: This book mentions that the lack of menstrual
hygiene products and restrooms for girls prevents many from going to
school.

AR Quiz No.
508950 EN
Book Level:
3.7
AR Points:
4.0
Word Count:
27175
ISBN:
978-0525553908
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The Unteachables by Gordon Korman #
The Unteachables are a notorious class of misfits,
delinquents, and academic train wrecks. Like Aldo, with
anger management issues; Parker, who can’t read; Kiana,
who doesn’t even belong in the class—or any class; and
Elaine (rhymes with pain). The Unteachables have been
removed from the student body and isolated in room 117.
Their teacher is Mr. Zachary Kermit, the most burned-out
teacher in all of Greenwich. He was once a rising star, but
his career was shattered by a cheating scandal that still
haunts him. After years of phoning it in, he is finally one
year away from early retirement. But the superintendent
has his own plans to torpedo that idea—and it involves
assigning Mr. Kermit to the Unteachables. The
Unteachables never thought they’d find a teacher who had
a worse attitude than they did. And Mr. Kermit never
thought he would actually care about teaching again. Over
the course of a school year, though, room 117 will
experience mayhem, destruction—and maybe even a shot
at redemption.

AR Quiz No.
199586 EN
Book Level:
5.1
AR Points:
8.0
Word Count:
51396
ISBN:
978-0062563903

Jinxed by Amy McCulloch
Lacey Chu is a girl who codes. She has always dreamed of
working as an engineer for MONCHA, the biggest tech firm
in the world and the company behind the "baku"― "pet"
with all the capabilities of a smartphone. But when Lacey is
rejected by the academy, she's crushed. One night, Lacey
comes across the broken baku. After she repairs it, the
cat-shaped baku she calls Jinx gets her into her dream
school. But Jinx is different from any other baku she's
seen... As Lacey settles into life at school, competing with
the best students, she learns that Jinx is part of a dangerous
secret. Can Lacey hold on to Jinx?

AR Quiz No.
506906 EN
Book Level:
5.4
AR Points:
12.0
Word Count:
74755
ISBN:
978-1728216379

Coop Knows the Scoop by Taryn Souders
The whole town is talking about what's buried beneath the
playground... Windy Bottom, Georgia is a peaceful place.
Coop helps his mom at her café and bookstore, hangs out
with his grandpa, and is determined to live up to his dad's
legacy. The town is full of all kinds of interesting people, but
no one has ever caused a problem. Until now. Somehow,
Gramps is taking all the blame! It seems like there are a lot
of secrets that were buried in their small town after all...
Will Coop and his friends get to the bottom of the mystery
and clear Gramps's name before it's too late?

AR Quiz No.
500650 EN
Book Level:
3.8
AR Points:
8.0
Word Count:
56280
ISBN:
978-1492640189
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Bouncing Back by Scott Ostler
Thirteen-year-old Carlos Cooper used to be the star of the
team. Back in his old basketball league, he took every shot
he possibly could - even if he had to steal it from a
teammate - and he made every single one of them. But, on
his new wheelchair basketball team, he’s back to being just
one of the players, nothing special. When the city closes
down his league’s gym, Carlos soon finds himself even more
adrift. Without the gym, they can’t practice, and if they
can’t practice, they might as well kiss their dreams of a
State Championship win goodbye. It’s only by learning to
work together that Carlos and his new teammates will be
able to save their gym, and Carlos will have to learn what it
takes to be a member of the team so he can fully embrace
his new friends.

AR Quiz No.
506389 EN
Book Level:
4.9
AR Points:
9.0
Word Count:
61776
ISBN:
978-0316524766

A Wish in the Dark by Christina Soontornvat #
All light in Chattana is created by one man — the Governor,
who appeared after the Great Fire to bring peace and order
to the city. For Pong, who was born in Namwon Prison, the
magical lights represent freedom, and he dreams of the day
he will be able to walk among them. But when Pong
escapes from prison, he realizes that the world outside is
no fairer than the one behind bars. Nok, the prison
warden’s perfect daughter, is bent on tracking Pong down
and restoring her family’s good name. But as Nok hunts
Pong through the alleys and canals of Chattana, she
uncovers secrets that make her question the truths she has
always held dear.

AR Quiz No.
508811 EN
Book Level:
5.2
AR Points:
11.0
Word Count:
74227
ISBN:
978-1536222975

Black Beauty by Anna Sewell
Black Beauty, by English author Anna Sewell, was
composed in the last years of her life, during which she
remained in her house as an invalid. The novel became an
immediate best-seller, with Sewell dying just five months
after its publication, but long enough to see her only novel
become a success. Black Beauty is one of the best-selling
books of all time.
While forthrightly teaching animal welfare, it also teaches
how to treat people with kindness, sympathy, and respect.
Black Beauty became a forerunner to the pony book genre
of children's literature.

AR Quiz No.
8 EN
Book Level:
7.7
AR Points:
11.0
Word Count:
59635
ISBN:
978-1499744132
Barnes & Noble
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Rubrics for PROJECTS
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“The whole world opened to me when I learned to read.”
– Mary Mcleod Bethune
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“There is no such thing as a child who hates to read; there are only

children who have not found the right book.”
– Frank Serafini
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“If you are going to get anywhere in life you have to read a lot of books..”
-Roald Dahl


