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The Guidance Counselor, Miss Bryant, provides a lot 
more than just counseling to students who might 
be having a bad day or having trouble in school.  
If you ever wondered what a Guidance Counselor 
does, read on to learn about some of the interesting 
Guidance programs at Saint Joan of Arc including, 
but not limited to Study Skills classes, Career Day, 
and the Homework Helper Program.
Miss Bryant teaches Study Skills classes every 
quarter to 3rd, 4th and 5th grade students on a 
rotation cycle starting with 5th grade in the 1st 
quarter.  She teaches various methods for studying 
such as the Cornell Note taking method, test 
taking strategies, stress management techniques 
to manage testing anxiety, concept maps, triangular 
math flash cards and more.  During the 4th quarter, 
Miss Bryant provides insights in to the 5th grade 
classes on how to prepare students for middle school 
by providing time management ideas, and introductory 
lessons on how to use Google Classroom and Google 
Drive so they will be ready for when they use their 
iPads to manage their classwork and homework. 
New for this school year, Miss Bryant started a 

special study skills class for 8th graders to help 
them prepare for high school and the entrance 
exam.  This class was open to any 8th graders 
interested in learning test taking strategies for 
multiple choice questions, practicing for the entrance 
exam, and for small group discussions about high 
school expectations and for any questions they may 
have about GPAs, class loads, differences between 
AP, Honors and Dual Enrollment courses and more.  
In addition to the newsletter, Miss Bryant started 
a quarterly 8th Grade Newsletter. In this special 
newsletter, it highlights all the information 8th 
grade families need to know such as Catholic 
High School open house dates and shadowing 
opportunities, information about the High School 
Placement Test (HSPT) and End of Course (EOC) 
exams, FAQs about high school applications, 
Yearbook deadlines, Cyber Safety tips and more. 
Last school year, Miss Bryant planned and 
coordinated Career Day on April 20th, 2016. 
Grades Prek-3 - 8th heard from two dozen 
speakers. A variety of jobs were represented such 
as doctors, an orthodontist, CPA, professional 
basketball player, cake decorator, broadcaster, 
sports nutritionist, engineers and more. Students 
had the opportunity to experience virtual reality 
goggles, practice delivering news reports, try out 
different police gear, ask questions and speak 
with different types of professionals. The students 

enjoyed the experience and the engaging presenters.
Besides Career Day, Miss Bryant has coordinated 
other guest speakers from the community to present 
to students about important topics such as school 
safety and drug prevention. 
Miss Bryant has also visited the classroom to present 
engaging lessons on bullying, kindness, and other 
relevant topics. Spending time in each individual 
classroom, this allows for deeper conversations and 
discussion about important topics to allow for more 
student participation. 
In the Homework Helpers program, middle school 
students and National Junior Honor Society students 
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take the time to tutor younger students who need 
help with homework and studying in 1st -4th grades. 
The after school program takes place from 3:00 pm 
– 4:00 pm on Tuesdays and on Wednesdays. 
The Peace Keeper Program recruits middle school 
students who are interested in helping elementary 
students resolve problems they may be having with 
friends. These students are selected through an 
application process, and then trained by Miss Bryant 
in conflict resolution techniques.  When a conflict 
arises, the Peace Keepers conduct “Peace Talks” with 
the students in a safe environment so students can 
come to a peaceful resolution.  
Miss Bryant also coordinates the Student of the 
Month program.  Students are recognized every 
month for qualities that reflect the Fruits of the Holy 
Spirit. These traits include kindness, patience, love, 
peace, and goodness which embody the positive 
characteristics of a Catholic student.  The recipients 
are recognized over a live TV announcement in 
front of students and parents and presented with a 
certificate and dress down day pass. 
These programs are just a few of the activities that 
Miss Bryant plans and coordinates.  The Guidance 
program is ever growing and developing to continually 
meet the needs of students, parents and faculty  
at Saint Joan of Arc. 

Guidance ProGram from PaGe 1 Students gather goods and INSPIRE HOPE after  
Hurricane Matthew by Meaghan bresnahan

This summer, Hurricane Matthew swept across 
northern Florida and hit hard across our southern 
neighbors in the Caribbean. This is especially true 
for communities in Haiti, who saw destruction 
as the result of mass flooding and high winds 
across the country. News coverage of displaced 
families and destroyed homes were challenging 
to withstand. Never a community to lie in wait, 
St. Joan of Arc quickly organized a relief drive to 
support Haitian families affected by the storm. 
The relief drive was two-fold: a monetary fundraiser 
organized by the parish, and a drive for hygienic 
and edible goods executed by St. Joan of Arc 
students.
The school-led relief drive tapped the Stewardship 
Students for support. At the beginning of each new 
school year, seventh graders have the opportunity 
to sign up for the Stewardship Club, led by Sister 
Josephine Sullivan. Stewardship Students take 
a lead-by-example approach to demonstrating 
and encouraging good stewardship. “Our goal 
throughout the school is to encourage our students 
to give back,” said Sr. Josephine. “They are our 
future leaders. We hope that they will be life-long 
volunteers and givers.” Stewardship Students 
played an integral role in the Hurricane Matthew 
relief drive by organizing logistics and encouraging 
students to do their part. 
The school drive focused on goods, rather than 
monetary donations, to encourage students to 
participate in any way they could. Students brought 
in canned goods and hygiene products from an 
approved list in exchange for a dress down day. 
Teachers and parents encouraged students to 
“earn” their donations, by saving up allowance 

or other sources of funds, to foster early habits of 
good stewardship. “We could have sent a check 
from the Stewardship Club, but then the students 
would have missed out on a wonderful learning 
experience,” said Sister Josephine. The generosity 
of the St. Joan’s families was quite impressive.  
The participation exceeded our expectations.
Through St. Joan of Arc’s connection with Father 
Roland, of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, the 
donations were shipped directly to communities 
in Haiti who are most in need of small day-to-day 
items. Our Lady of Perpetual Help is a Catholic 
Haitian Church in Delray with direct ties to 
neighborhoods in Haiti. Thanks to the generosity of 
these connections, the trailer of goods was greeted 
by a team of willing volunteers who trucked the 
items to the south of the country.
Father Roland explained that the act of organizing 
a relief drive is about more than providing for 
physical needs. “Our ministry is not to get people 
out of poverty. This is a generous collection, but it 
is not a lot in the big picture. More importantly, it 
brings some hope,” he said. “It lets [the people in 
Haiti] know there are people somewhere out there 
concerned about their lives. Hope is very important 
for survival.” 
The Hurricane Matthew relief drive was a success 
abroad, but it was also a success for the students 
at home. “We are Catholic, and we always get 
involved in people’s lives when they are hurting 
in this way,” explained Father Roland. “In the 
Catholic Church, social ministry is very strong, 
and it’s been like that for centuries.” St. Joan of 
Arc Catholic School is proud to see students and 
parents alike continuing in this tradition. 



by Meaghan bresnahan

Kids who CODE at St. Joan of Arc by Meaghan bresnahan

As the world of science grows and changes,  
the way we teach students evolves—just ask  
Chandra Christian. Miss Christian has been teaching 
science in Catholic schools for the last eight years, 
and she is dedicated to creating lessons that are 
applicable to the real world. When Mrs. Roberts 
(School Principal) asked Miss Christian to develop 
a science-oriented enrichment class, she knew 
exactly what she wanted to teach: code. 
“Coding and other technology-based skills...this is 
the future. St. Joan of Arc students deserve to be 
part of that,” said Miss Christian.  
The middle school enrichment period is a rotating 
class meant to expose students to subjects and 
professional skills that they may encounter in 
standard curriculum. St. Joan of Arc is intentional 
in the wide range of experts and courses that are 
included in the enrichment class series, including 
Youth Toastmasters (speech), debate, and slam 
poetry. Coding is one of the newest additions to 
the rotation and has seen the most widespread 
adoption and enthusiasm from students. 
 “The students pick it up quickly,” explained  
Miss Christian. “They’ll finish their work (in 
regularly scheduled classes) and ask permission  
to work on coding projects on the computers. 
They’re naturals.”

Enrichment classes take an integrated approach 
by having students apply their skills to real world 
projects. “In the website design sessions, we 
collaborated with the religion teacher, Mrs.DiBetta, 
to build websites that reflected the students’ 
research about different religions practiced around 
the world.” This multi-discipline approach lets 
students know that coding is anything but one 
dimensional, and it encourages them to become 
problem solvers in their own right. 
The next coding enrichment classes will begin in 
January for sixth grade students. Miss Christian is 
looking forward to her new set of coders, but she’s 
equally excited about the future of the program. 
“I’m fortunate to work in a school that values 
technology and doing everything we can to prepare 
students for a successful future. We’re excited to 
start thinking about ways to expand the program.”
Clare and Charlie Chiaverini hope to defend their 
winning streak next year.

The inspiration for the coding course came from 
Hour of Code, a global movement and nonprofit 
organization dedicated to making coding lessons 
accessible to learners of every age. As more 
and more public schools adopted Hour of Code 
as annual event, Miss Christian hopped on the 
bandwagon—and took it a step further. “An hour 
is great for exposure,” explained Miss Christian, 
“but I wanted to sustain this interest. My hope is 
that students will continue building these skills, 
create real world projects, and be competitive in 
new job markets.”
Miss Christian taught herself to code using accessible 
platforms like Kahn Academy and Code.org, the 
same resources she uses in her enrichment classes. 
These resources are geared toward every-age 
learning and offer progressively challenging modules 
for students to learn at their own pace. “I’m a 
biologist and a science teacher. My background isn’t 
in computer coding, but the fact is, these are the 
jobs of tomorrow. And students take to these skills 
so much easier than my generation does.”
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The boys flag-football team won the conference and 
then went on to the league with a score of 13-12. 
The coaches were Mr. Hicks and Mr. Crowe. It was 
an exciting game with many fans to cheer the team 
on along with our cheerleaders.

Congratulations to our 2016 SJA Boys Flag-Football  
& 2016 SJA Girls Varsity Volleyball CHAMPIONS!

To make a contribution, please fill-in the pledge 
card located in the pews and credenzas at church, 
parish and school offices and return in the attached 

envelope. You can also make your donations 
online by visiting our website at http://stjoan.

org/development-stewardship/new-mercy-center-
campaign/capital-campaign-online-pledge/ 
For additional information, please contact 

Wendy Horton at horton_wendy@stjoan.org  
or 561-952-2838

 

We're so excited thanks  
to our NEW $100,000  

Matching Gift Challenge!

An anonymous donor made this new offer, 
thanks to the success of our previous  

matching gift challenge. Please help us meet 
our new challenge by March 31, 2017.  
So far we've raised $70,000 towards  

our new matching challenge!
The girls varsity volleyball team had a undefeated 
season, winning 11 straight games. With huge 
effort coming from 8th grade, Lily Costigan, Kate 
Marsenison, Valeria Lozada, Jada Fernandes and 7th 
grade Sofia Blair and Kara Silk. These girls were able 
to work almost flawlessly on the court. 

After taking the Conference win, they were lined up 
to have their championship game, but unfortunately, 
hurricane Matthew had other plans and the 
championship game was canceled.

Because of St. Joan of Arc’s outstanding record  
of 11-0, the girls were crowned the Champs!  
This marks the first Championship for St. Joan of Arc 
volleyball in 7 years!

A huge thanks to our new coach this year,  
Coach Billy Strachan.


